A new book written by retired Wall Street executive Kurt Kamm tells the fictional tale of Greg Kowalski’s
quest to become a firefighter but it is really a story about family. One Foot in the Black follows a
troubled young Michigan teenager’s attempt to shake loose from his difficult childhood and prove to his
abusive firefighting father that he is worthy. As Greg discovers the real meaning of family as a brush
crew member of Los Angeles County Fire Suppression Camp 8 in the Malibu hills, he discovers a whole
new world. Through friendship and the fatherly mentorship of his kindhearted captain, Greg begins to
heal from his past. When his beloved captain is killed in a brush fire the night before his own father is
also killed in a fire in faraway Michigan, Greg is forced to make a difficult choice. Kamm skillfully blends
fact with fiction in this realistic look behind the scenes at the wildland firefighting profession.

A Malibu resident, Kamm got the idea for the book while riding his bike past Pepperdine University and
spotted a Camp 8 brush crew standing near one of our helicopters on the lawn. He wondered what their
lives were like and began to research into the profession, working with actual members of our
Department at Camp 8 and elsewhere. He credits the survival of his own Malibu Canyon home last fall with following good
brush clearance advice he received from Retired Camp Superintendent Bob Martin, one of his subject matter experts while
researching the book. Just by chance, the book cover photo features Camp 8 Fire Suppression Aide Freddy McLemore. Sales
profits will benefit the Wildland Firefighter Foundation, and may be ordered from their website at
http://wffoundation.org/shop/Scripts/.
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